
 

 

 

Overlooking the beautiful Baie Sainte-Marie, Wild Rose Farm is a certified organic mixed 

vegetable, flower, herb and livestock farm. The farm acreage is mostly woodland, with a large 

wetland, 10 acres of pastures for livestock, and just over half an acre of intense crop 

production. The Wild Rose Farm has been a registered farm 

since 1997, with owners Gilberte and Siegmar Doelle taking 

ownership of this property in 2005.  

The decision to become organic was an easy one because 

Gilberte and Siegmar did not want their children to be raised 

on property where pesticides were being used. Today, their 

practices have reached far beyond the absence of pesticides.  

Selected flowers are planted between crops and at row ends in 

spaces called “insectarium rows” to attract beneficial bugs and 

pollinators.  

A compost-tea mixture of weeds from the farm and worm 

castings is used as a nutrient source. Local seaweed and composted manure are also used.  Soil 

fertility is tested regularly. A winter cover of oats and rye is used to prevent erosion, and 

ploughed in to enrich the soil.  Field and greenhouse crops are rotated every year and within 

certain rows during the season. Farm staff “fluff and buff” the soil with their hands and hand 

tools to reduce soil compaction and the need for rototilling.  

Drip irrigation lines are used in the fields to regulate the amount of water for different sections. 

Water goes directly to the base of the plant to reduce water loss through evaporation and 

pathways between plant rows are mulched to help retain water. The farm has experimented 

with many different mulching practices, including direct plantings into wood chips harvested 

from the farm’s woodlot.  

Energy conservation is important to the farm owners. The greenhouses are heated by sunlight 

only, and heat is retained with reused cider bottles filled with water placed inside the 

greenhouses. Farm fridges are always unplugged when not in use.   

Through the Agricultural Biodiversity Conservation Plan completed for the farm, Gilberte and 

Siegmar would like to widen the living buffer zone to provide more habitats for birds, 



butterflies and pollinators. Installing bird boxes, made by local high school students, and 

planting more flowering trees and shrubs is the next priority for the farm owners.  

“An environmental steward is a champion who is inviting and welcoming of opportunities to 

share their experiences,” says Av Singh, the Organic and Rural Infrastructure Specialist with 

Perennia.  “Gilberte is a true environmental steward and a champion.” 

Gilberte and Siegmar’s dedication to farm stewardship has made them one of three finalists for 

this year’s Farm Environmental Stewardship Award. The award is part of the Environmental 

Farm Plan Program created through a partnership of the Nova Scotia Department of 

Agriculture, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, the Nova Scotia Environmental Farm Plan Team 

and the Nova Scotia Federation of Agriculture. 

The award recognizes producers who make land, water and habitat stewardship a significant 

part of their farm operations.  To be eligible for the award, farmers must have an 

environmental farm plan.  The voluntary plan helps them identify, assess, and reduce 

environmental risk on their farms. Since the program’s inception in 1999, more than 1,700 

farmers have developed Environmental Farm Plans for their operations. 

The Environmental Farm Plan Program is supported under Growing Forward 2, a five-year 
agricultural agreement between the governments of Canada and Nova Scotia. 

 


