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Nova Scotia Environmental Farm Plan Stewardship Award 
Terms of Reference 

 
Introduction 
The Nova Scotia Environmental Farm Plan (EFP) Program is a voluntary program that 
helps farmers identify and assess environmental risk on their property. The program 
focuses on protecting water, soil and wildlife resources. The EFP program is delivered by 
the Nova Scotia Federation of Agriculture and is supported under Growing Forward 2, a 
five-year agricultural agreement between the governments of Canada and Nova Scotia. 
Since the program began in 1999, over 1800 farms have become involved and developed 
Environmental Farm Plans for their individual operations. 
 
Environmental Farm Plan staff are now going back to revisit those farmers who 
developed Environmental Farm Plans more than 5 years ago. These follow-up visits are 
revealing that farmers have taken the recommendations made by the EFP staff very 
seriously and have effectively used available farm financial resources as well as 
provincial and federal program funding to achieve a higher level of stewardship.  
 
Environmental Farm Planning has been a success within our province yet it remains an 
untold story. The presentation of an annual award to a farm that exemplifies what it truly 
means to be an environmental steward would be an effective way to promote the 
stewardship actions of farmers to the general public. 
 
 
Objectives 
§ To heighten public awareness regarding the actions farmers have been taking to 

protect the environment.  
 

§ To acknowledge the outstanding environmental stewardship efforts of farms within 
the province. 

 

§ To encourage producers to continue to implement sound environmental practices to 
protect soil, water and wildlife resources. 

 

§ To promote the benefits of Environmental Farm Planning within the agricultural 
community and to the general public. 

 
 
The Nova Scotia Farm Environmental Stewardship Award Criteria 
 
Partners 
The Environmental Farm Plan Stewardship Award will be presented in partnership 
between the NS Department of Agriculture (NSDA) and the NS Environmental Farm 
Plan Program, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) and the NS Federation of 
Agriculture. 
 
 



 
 2 

Purpose 
The purpose of the Environmental Farm Plan Stewardship Award is to elevate public 
awareness about the steps farmers have been taking to mitigate environmental risks and 
enhance the environment. The presentation of the annual award will showcase the 
outstanding stewardship efforts of local farmers and create awareness of sustainable 
farming practices being used by farms across the province. 
 
Publicity 
A series of articles and press releases that showcase sustainable farming practices being 
used throughout the province will be developed to increase public awareness. A display 
will also be developed for the “Meet Your Farmer at the Mall” event, which will 
highlight award finalists. The goal is to work with federation, provincial and federal 
communications staff and agricultural awareness staff to ensure farm stewardship 
receives positive media attention. 
 
Judging Process 
Applications will be judged by agricultural, environmental and natural resource 
specialists on the basis of how well the stewardship actions of the applicant meet the 
judging criteria. There will be three judges, 1 from NSDA, AAFC and another affiliated 
group. EFP staff will review the applicants’ Environmental Farm Plan Reports and 
provide a summary to the judging panel that outlines to what degree management 
practices have been adopted. Points will be tallied and applicants will be narrowed down 
to a small group of finalists. The judging panel and an EFP staff member will visit each 
of the finalists to ensure that projects were completed as described in the application and 
to ensure there are no outstanding environmental issues. The judging panel will then 
select the winner.  
 
Judging Criteria 
§ Influence of environmental considerations on business decisions (5 points) 
§ Projects undertaken/management practices implemented to protect water, land 

and/or wildlife (70 points) 
§ Future goals (15 points) 
§ Demonstration of what it means to be an environmental steward (10 points) 

 
Directions for Judges 
Judges will be emailed, faxed or couriered applications and supporting documents. Each 
judge will score the applications independently and then email their scores to 
kbremner@nsfa-fane.ca by Aug 4th, 2017. The partners will tally the scores and EFP 
staff will review the highest scoring applicants with respect to implementation of their 
EFP. The judges will then select a winner following a visit to each of the finalists’ farms. 
 
Eligibility 
To be eligible for consideration the applicant must be a registered farm within the 
province of Nova Scotia and be a member of the NS Federation of Agriculture. They 
must also have developed an Environmental Farm Plan for their farm. Farms that are in 
the process of developing a plan at the time of application will not be considered. 
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Employees of AAFC, NSDA and NSFA and their immediate family members are not 
eligible for the award. 
 
Award Description 
The award consists of $2000, a painting of their farm by a local artist and the opportunity 
to showcase the farm at “Meet Your Farmer at the Mall”.  
 
Publicity Release 
By entering the contest and accepting the award, the winner agrees that their photograph, 
name, address, location of their farm and all information related to the Environmental 
Farm Plan Stewardship Award may be used by the Sponsors as the Sponsor wishes. This 
includes all publicity related to the contest, publishing on the Sponsor’s websites or used 
in brochures and other promotional opportunities, all without compensation to the 
winner. The finalists may also be featured in promotional materials and by entering the 
contest you may be asked to participate in promotion of farm stewardship practices. 
 
Notice of Award 
The winner will be contacted by telephone and in writing to notify them of their 
selection.  
 
Award Venue 
The Farm Environmental Stewardship Award will be presented during the Federation of 
Agricultures Annual Banquet (Late November 2017). The winner must be present at the 
ceremony to accept the award. 
 
General Terms and Conditions 
By submitting an application, entrants agree to the terms and conditions outlined here and 
the person submitting it automatically agrees that their application complies with all 
conditions stated in the Terms of Reference. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


