
 

 

 

 

 

The Vissers and Harbers families operate an 825 acre 

dairy farm along the banks of the Stewiacke River in 

Mackay Siding, Colchester County.  On Winding River 

Farms Ltd., there are 165 milking cows and a total cattle 

herd of 300. They grow corn, soybeans, winter wheat 

and legume forages to have a sustainable feed source 

for their farm.  

In April 2014, the farm built a new barn where they 

installed three robotic milking units. Chris Vissers 

believes they have significantly benefitted from this 

transition. The animals are comfortable, and milk 

production has increased. Since the robots were 

installed, there has been more time for other important areas of the farm, such as cropping.  

The farm has long recognized the 

importance of soil health. They work 

closely with their nutrient management 

planners to make the best decisions for the 

farm and the environment. The nutrient 

levels in the soil are tested every three 

years to determine how farming practices 

have impacted the soil health. Organic 

fertilizers are used on the farm and long-

term forage is incorporated into the crop 

rotation with corn, which improves the soil 

health. Liquid and solid manures are applied to the fields in the spring and fall. Application rates 

are based on nutrient requirements for each field. Manure is spread by a low clearance delivery 

application system, “this way we can control where the manure is spread,” said John Vissers.  

 



Winding River Farms also recognizes the 

importance in protecting water quality. 

Farming next to the Stewiacke River, cattle 

are fenced out of the watercourse and 

riparian zones are established along the 

river. A holding pond was created to collect 

and filter excess nutrients/runoff from the 

farm property. Drainage and ditching were 

completed to reduce surface runoff and 

improve productivity.  

Additional efforts have been made on the farm to protect the local environment by having 

proper fuel and pesticide storage. Lighting has been upgraded to energy efficient bulbs through 

Efficiency NS. Winding River Farms demonstrates environmental and animal welfare practices 

as well as embracing technological advances on their farm.  

The Vissers and Harbers families’ dedication to farm stewardship has made them one of three 

finalists for this year’s Farm Environmental Stewardship Award. The award is part of the 

Environmental Farm Plan Program created through a partnership of the Nova Scotia 

Department of Agriculture, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, the Nova Scotia Environmental 

Farm Plan Team and the Nova Scotia Federation of Agriculture. 

The award recognizes producers who make land, water and habitat stewardship a significant 

part of their farm operations. To be eligible for the award, farmers must have an environmental 

farm plan. The voluntary plan helps them identify, assess, and reduce environmental risk on 

their farms. Since the program’s inception in 1999, more than 1,800 farmers have developed 

Environmental Farm Plans for their operations. 

The Environmental Farm Plan Program is supported under Growing Forward 2, a five-year 

agricultural agreement between the governments of Canada and Nova Scotia. 

 


