
 

 

 

Tucked into the heart of Nova Scotia wine country, L’Acadie Vineyards sits on the slope of the 

South Mountain in the Gaspereau Valley. This certified organic vineyard and winery is situated 

on a 30-acre farm property. Grapes were planted in 2005 and 

construction of the winery began in 2007.  

After many years of making award-winning wines for leading 

British Columbia wineries, including an organic winery, Bruce 

Ewert and wife Pauline Scott decided to move back to Nova 

Scotia to begin their own organic vineyard and winery. “The 

organic approach has allowed us to focus on the land we 

steward, the air that we breathe and the healthy wine we 

produce,” says Bruce.  

A big supporter of other organic grape growers in the 

province, Bruce wants Nova Scotia to be known as the “green 

viticulture” region of Canada. 

Healthy soil is a key part of L’Acadie’s organic production. Beneath the rows of grape vines, the 

soil is treated as a living organism. Composted manure, mulches, compost teas and seaweed 

extracts are added to ensure soil enrichment and to maintain healthy microbiological life and 

earthworm populations. The compost teas, which 

are created from grape pomace, are also used to 

inoculate the vines against disease. The kelp is 

sustainably harvested from Digby. Air and sunlight 

are allowed to penetrate the canopy to help keep 

plants healthy. Soil nutrients are managed through 

regular soil and plant tissue testing.   

Energy conservation is also a top priority for the 

couple. In the winery, you’ll find geothermal 

heating, cooling and hot water systems. The roof is made of reflective material and insulated 

concrete was used for the foundation. The building’s lighting includes energy-efficient 

fluorescent and natural options. To reduce packaging and transportation waste, bottles are 

purchased in bulk.  



Bruce and Pauline also have an 18-acre woodland bio-reserve and invite a neighbouring flock of 

sheep to graze through the vineyard. Bird netting is used on grapes instead of noise controls.  

“L’Acadie shows what a true environmental steward is,” says Kathryn Bremner, Lead 

Coordinator for the NS Environmental Farm Plan Program. “There are not a lot of 

environmental issues to be addressed on the farm because Bruce and Pauline have managed 

the farm in an environmentally conscious manner right from the start, making decisions that 

are good for the environment as well as their business.” 

Bruce and Pauline’s dedication to farm stewardship has made them finalists for the second year 
running for the Farm Environmental Stewardship Award.  
 
The award is part of the Environmental Farm Plan Program created through a partnership of the 
Nova Scotia Department of Agriculture, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, the Nova Scotia 
Environmental Farm Plan Team and the Nova Scotia Federation of Agriculture. The award 
recognizes producers who make land, water and habitat stewardship a significant part of their 
farm operations. To be eligible for the award, farmers must have an environmental farm plan. 
The voluntary plan helps them identify, assess, and reduce environmental risk on their farms. 
Since the program’s inception in 1999, more than 1,750 farmers have developed Environmental 
Farm Plans for their operations. 

The Environmental Farm Plan Program is supported under Growing Forward 2, a five-year 
agricultural agreement between the governments of Canada and Nova Scotia. 

 

 


